Airfield Memorials Unveiled

MEMORIAL WERE urweiled during late
February at the sites of two of the
first airfields to be buill in the United
Kingdom to mark the centenary
of British aerodromes. The first

was unveiled at South Fambridge
on the south side of the River
Crouch in Essex on February 20,
South Fambridge was Britain's first

girfield and was constructed by Noel
Pemberton Billing in February 1909,
It comprised a clubhouse, hangers,
hotel, water tower, power station
and four bungalows for the aviators,
who flew from a nearby grass field.
The airfield was short lived because
the strip was uneven and had oo
many potholes - by November 1909
all flying there had ceased. However,
in 1914 the Talbot Quick Waterplane
was assembled there and test flown
from the River Crouch. The design
was not successful, as it tipped over
on an early flight and was quickly
broken up. AN that is lefl of the
airfield is part of the water tower
and the four original bungalows

The granite memorial at Fambridge
is the first to be put up at
pioneering airfields in Britain by
the newly formed Airfields of
British Conservation Trust. Others
wore due o be unveiled during
February at Leysdown on the Isle of
Sheppey; Rivenhall in Essex; and
Bekesbourne, Kent

Simon Murdoch

The memarial at Fambridge was urveiled
by Ken Banmerman, the Direclor General of
ABLCT, to commemarate 100 years of British
airfields. (Simon Murdoch)




